The Welland Transport and Accessibility Fund

Information Pack

Background

The Welland Transport and Accessibility Fund has been set up to award grants for transport and accessibility projects to communities and groups in South Kesteven, Harborough, Melton, Rutland and East Northamptonshire. The East Midlands Development Agency and the Welland SSP have allocated funding to help rural communities across the Welland area to improve transport provision and accessibility to services. This will help to create stronger, more diverse and sustainable communities for the future.

Who can apply?

The Welland Transport and Accessibility Fund is available to rural community groups, voluntary and community sector (VCS) infrastructure bodies and partnerships led by the VCS to kick start new projects or pilot projects, funding new activities where a need has already been identified. Community groups who choose to apply will need to be properly constituted and have a bank account. If a group does not already have a constitution then advice and support will be available on how to get one. 

What is available?

Grants of up to £10,000 (50% of the total project costs) will be available. Match funding must be sought for the remaining 50%, but a percentage of this can take the form of ‘in-kind’ contributions. These can include volunteer time, reduced commercial rates and the housing of volunteers or staff. Volunteer time is calculated at £50 per day (based on an 8 hour day, or £6.25 per hour) for non-professionals and £150 per day for volunteers offering professional services. The remaining project costs will require a cash contribution (minimum 10% but this will depend on the size of the grant applied for). Match funding must come from a source other than the East Midlands Development Agency for this project. If you need any further information or support in accessing match funding please contact the Transport and Accessibility Grants Officer for advice (contacts at the end of this pack).

Grants can be revenue or capital or both.

What kinds of projects are eligible?

Projects will be expected to support an improvement in access to services, employment, education, training or leisure opportunities within the Welland area. Applications to enable pilot projects will also be welcomed as well as those that target hard to reach groups. Examples of suitable projects include:

· Development of sustainable rural transport initiatives

· Development of Shopmobility schemes

· Projects which support innovative additional activities from access or multi-use centres and encourage centres to work together – for example joint events, new social enterprises

· Initiatives supporting hard to reach groups

What is not eligible?

· Grants to individuals

· Grants for private companies or projects providing profit not destined for the benefit of the community

· Projects already funded by the East Midlands Development Agency

· Political or religious activities

· Replacement of statutory funding

· Facilities without public access

How is it being co-ordinated?

The funding scheme will be co-ordinated by Northamptonshire ACRE, the Rural Community Council for Northamptonshire. A panel of Voluntary and Community Sector representatives from across the Welland area will assess applications on a quarterly basis.

How do we apply?

Please contact the Transport and Accessibility Grants Officer to discuss your project proposals, or alternatively complete the Expression of Interest form that you will find in this Information Pack. The form will provide you with the opportunity to tell us about the project for which you wish to apply for funding. We can then better assess the suitability of the project and if necessary provide you with further support. The Transport and Accessibility Grants Officer will contact you to discuss the project and any further support that you may require, as additional packages will be available of you require them, for example help with:

· Getting started on the project

· Model constitutions

· Advice on community consultation

· Developing a funding application

· Project sustainability

· Useful contacts

We recommend that groups interested in applying for funding complete the Expression of Interest form, but applications can be made directly. 

Queries and Application Submission

If you have any queries about the fund or how to apply, please contact the Transport and Accessibility Grants Officer at:


Northamptonshire ACRE


The Hunsbury Hill Centre


Northampton



NN4 9QX

Tel 01604 765888

